


he District’ of Guarda'is located in'the centralregion of
Portugal;€overing anarea of 5,518 Km=3lts 143,019 inhab
itants,iresulting’in @ population’density’of around 26 in

hisfterritoryfisTmadefuptof 14 municipalitiestand 242
parish'coucil,lis bordered to the north by'the District of
Braganca,to the'hortheast with'the District'of Vila'Real;
to the easttwith'the District of Viseuyto the south®with
the District™of Castelo Branco'and to the'west'with'the
District'of Coimbralilo‘the eastjit borders Spainjmore
precisely'with'the'province of Salamanca,in‘the autono
mous community of Castilla"y'Leon?
iThis strategictlocationffcombined Withlits"geographical
and cultural diversity, gives the District of Guardathe'im
portantrole’in’connecting Portugal and Spainyas'well as
boosting the'region’s economy'and tourisms
iThecityfof \Cuardajcapitaliof theXdistrict¥of ithe¥same
hame,is located in the centralregion of Portugal; form
ing part of the sub-region’of Beiras and Serra da Estrelal
iThe ‘municipalityfof Guarda¥coverstantarea“of approxi
Mmately 712.1 km2and has'a resident'population of 40,126
Inhabitantsfresulting’in’a population density'of around
56.3 inhabitants per km2

IS POt shic
ary between'urban and.rural areas,?reflectmg the re
glon 's'geographical’and cultural diversity?
he*Comunidade IntermunicipalifromiRegiacfofiBeiras
and Serra of Estrela“of.whlch Guarda is'a member sand
hlch.posts its headquartersals a'strong and relevant
interlocutor for the implementation’of cooperatlon pro
jects'in the field of innovation'and development
here'are'therefore'strong Spossibilities for‘expansmn
ndoubtedly alever forthe regional bas?ln additionito
its'Unique characteristics'and landscapes;ithis Commu
hity has a land area of 6,305 km2,*corresponding to 22%
of the territory‘fof the Central Region®and hassaround
36,023 inhabitants?
uarda’s¥strategicllocationym
SpainiigivesBthisil
ross-borderconnections;as wellas beingapointof con
ergence of_l.mportant road and railways, relnforcmg its
relevance'asa logistical’and transport hub'in the'region
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LOCATION

The city of Guarda is located in the Central Region of Por-
tugal, in the sub-region of Beiras and Serra of Estrela, ap-
proximately 40 km from the border with Spain (Vilar For-
moso). With an altitude of 1056 meters, it is the highest
city in Portugal, which gives it a privileged geographical
and strategic position.

Thanks to its cross-border location, Guarda plays a key
role in the development of diversified economic activi-
ties, from logistics and transportation to traditional sec-
tors such as the agri-food industry and nature tourism.
The construction of the Dry Port and Logistics Platform
consolidates the city as a leading goods hub on the Ibe-
rian Peninsula, guaranteeing efficient connections with
the Spanish and European markets.

Guarda stands out as a strategic transport hub, benefit-
ing from road and rail infrastructures that boost its com-
petitiveness:

« Road: Convergence of the A25(E80) highways and
the A23 (E802), providing fast connections to Lisbon (3
hours), Oporto (2 hours) and Madrid (3.30 hours), the
IP2, which connects Guarda to Tras-os-Montes and Alto
Douro, namely Braganc¢a, and the long-awaited, and
hopefully soon to become a reality, IC7, which is crucial
to the region’s development. An axis that covers a vast
region between Guarda, Viseu and Coimbra.

« Rail: Intersection of the Beira Alta and Beira Baixa lines,
with electrified connections to the main sea ports (Lis-
bon, Aveiro and Leixdes) and direct connections to Cen-
tral Europe.

« Proximity to the border: Strategic gateway for the
Spanish market, with strong links to Castilla y Leén, Ma-
drid and other regions of the Iberian Peninsula.

Its location, equidistant from the largest national con-
sumption centers, such as Lisbon and Porto, and the
largest Spanish consumption center, Madrid, gives it a
highly efficient road and rail access network. This infra-
structure provides direct links to the metropolitan areas
of Lisbon, Porto and Madrid, as well as to its international
airports and the sea ports of Setubal, Lisbon, Figueira da
Foz, Aveiro and Leixdes.



THE ATLANTIC CORRIDOR

As an integral part of the Atlantic Corridor, which is part
of the Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T) and
aims to improve transport infrastructures throughout
the European Union, connecting ports, cities and indus-
trial centers, the city of Guarda is one of its main nodes,
facilitating rail, road and maritime transport, ensuring
intermodality, ensuring the good performance of supply
chains, promoting trade and economic development be-
tween the Atlantic regions and the interior of Europe.

The Atlantic Corridor is crucial for the efficiency and
competitiveness of freight transport, especially for prod-
ucts arriving and departing from the Atlantic ports of
Portugal and Spain, for the storage and distribution of
goods and merchandise in the territories crossed and for
the industry located in the corridor’s areas of influence.
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TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURES

The municipality of Guarda is crossed by two European
road transport routes, the E80 (A25) and the E802 (A23),
as well as by two electrified railway infrastructures, the
Beira Alta Line and the Beira Baixa Line, which guaran-
tee the main national rail link to Central Europe.

These four road-rail corridors converge in the city of
Guarda, giving it the status of Portugal’s only cross-bor-
der transport hub, with high relevance on the Iberian
Peninsula and strategic integration into the Atlantic Cor-
ridor of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T).

This logistical configuration allows for competitive tran-
sit times for road freight: Lisbon, 3 hours; Aveiro, 1 hour
and 30 minutes; Porto, 2 hours and Madrid, 3 hours and
30 minutes.

In rail transport, the city offers an efficient connection to
the ports of Lisbon, Figueira da Foz, Aveiro and Leixdes,
with reduced transit times and reliable connections.
This integrated infrastructure guarantees a significant
economic advantage for the flow of goods, increasing
the competitiveness of the logistics sector and facilitat-
ing the storage and transportation of goods.

Its strategic location is a determining factor in attracting
investment from large industries, logistics and distribu-
tion companies, consolidating Guarda as an important
logistics and industrial hub.
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THE DRY PORT

A Dry Port is an intermodal land terminal that acts as an
extension of a seaport, acting as a warehouse for goods.
In this space, goods are stored, transported and shipped,
and are subject to customs procedures.

One of its main advantages is tax exemption until the
goods are officially imported, which reduces tax costs,
optimizes logistical efficiency and increases competi-
tiveness in transport and storage services.

Currently in its initial construction phase, the Guarda Dry
Port is located in the city’s existing road-rail terminal.
This strategic project expands the capacity of the ports
of Lisbon, Figueira da Foz, Aveiro and Leixdes to capture
and handle goods transportation services.

Taking benefit of the locational advantages that the
city of Guarda has, in an international intermodal corri-
dor - the confluence of three roads: The IP2, on the Bra-
ganc¢a-Guarda-Castelo Branco route; the A25, from Avei-
ro to Spain; and the A23, between Lisbon and Guarda,
connected with the railway confluence of the Beira Baixa
line with the Beira Alta line and the link to Spain and the
center of Europe, which allow this project to be given
strength, with a direct link to the sea ports of Leixdes
and Aveiro and the dry port of Salamanca.

The region has a privileged location, making it a crucial
point for many of Portugal’s exporting and importing in-
dustries. In addition, the flow of goods to and from na-
tional ports, as well as traffic from Castilla y Leén, Madrid
and other regions of Spain and Europe, reinforce Guar-
da’s logistical and economic potential.

The transfer of the management of Guarda’s road-rail ter-
minal to APDL-Administracdo dos Portos do Douro, Leix-
des and Viana do Castelo and the consequent creation of
Porto Seco reflect the recognition of Guarda’s econom-
ic potential and strategic importance as a cross-border
logistics hub, with a strong capacity to boost the sustain-
able development of the city, the region and the national
transport, logistics and industry sector.
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THE LOGISTICS PLATFORM

Located at the confluence of the A25 highway (which
connects Aveiro to the Spanish border) and A23 highway
(which connects Guarda to Torres Novas), the platform
benefits from road access that makes it easy to connect
to the portuguese coast, the capital Lisbon and the rest
of Europe. It is approximately 20 minutes from the Span-
ish border, reinforcing its position as an entry and exit
point for the European market.

The platform offers a TIR Park with capacity for 106 park-
ing spaces for heavy vehicles, 15 of which are specifically
for transporting refrigerated goodes. It also has 27 spaces
for light vehicles. It also has changing rooms, toilets for
drivers, a cafeteria and rest area.

In October 2024, the 3rd phase of the platform was in-
augurated, adding 44 new plots. In this phase, 14 com-
panies have committed to investing around 21.5 million
euros and 198 jobs are expected to be created. The com-
panies cover various sectors, including logistics, engi-
neering, energy and industrial services.

Guarda City Council is continuing to expand the platform,
with a 4th phase already planned which will include 60
new plots, of which 23 have already been sold for the in-
stallation of a future International Industrial Unit, which
will create around 160 direct jobs.

THE NEW MUNICIPAL MASTER PLAN

The revision of Guarda's Municipal Master Plan (Plano
Diretor Municipal- PDM) aims to optimize land use plan-
ning, with a special focus on boosting the Economic Ac-
tivities to be Programmed, setting the definition of new
zones for the establishment of economic activities based
on criteria of accessibility, proximity to logistical infra-
structures and environmental sustainability, the need
for investment in road networks, water supply, energy,
telecommunications and sanitation to enable economic
development and the definition of rules to ensure that
land use is sustainable and complies with planning pol-
icies.

The consolidation of existing areas for economic activi-
ties is also one of the objectives, reinforcing and quali-
fying the areas already earmarked for economic activi-
ties, promoting the modernization of infrastructures, the
rehabilitation of spaces and the improvement of condi-
tions for existing companies.

With the definition of new areas in the revision of Guar-
da’'s PDM for the installation of economic activities and
the consolidation of existing spaces, the available area
has increased from 271 ha to 1011 ha, which corresponds
to a fourfold increase in the spaces available for boosting
the business fabric in the municipality.






